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Let’s Read
The Institutes
of the Christian Religion, ciass 1

Introduction
and

Prefatory Address to King Francis | of France »
{e

Introductory Comments

* Your teacher is not an expert.

* Please remember: this is not Scripture.
* It is history.
* It is educational as well as devotional.
* It is Calvin and not necessarily Calvinism.

* It is worth reading.
* No other work has made such a significant contribution to Western culture.
It is not dated but it is culturally framed.
A favorite word: “calumny”, “calumnies”, “calumniators” —
- a false and malicious statement designed to injure a reputation
- defamation, slander

* Resources: www.ephesians515.com




The Institutes
of the Christian Religion

15t edition — 1536, Calvin was 26 yr.s old.

1. Law
. Faith
Prayer
Sacraments
False Sacraments
. Christian Freedom,
Ecclesiastical Power, Civil Govt.
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Prefatory Address
to King Francis | of France

1.
2.
3.
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Circumstances in which the book was first written
Plea for the persecuted Evangelicals

Charges against Antagonists refuted

1) “new” and “of recent birth”

2) “doubtful and uncertain”

3) No confirmation miracles

Misleading claim: church fathers vs. Reformation teaching
The appeal to “custom” against truth

Errors about the nature of the church

Tumults alleged to result from Reformation preaching

Let the king beware
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SHIFTS AND ADDITIONS OF MATERIAL
IN THE FIVE CHIEF LATIN EDITIONS ™ -
OF THE INSTITUTIO
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