Sixteen Reasons Why the “Thousand Years” of Revelation 20
Should Not Be Understood Literally
but rather as the period between
Christ’s Ascension and His Second Coming

1.  The “thousand years” is not the true focus of the passage.  Our thoughts are not to be centered upon “the thousand years” (millennium) but upon the imprisonment of Satan - of which the “thousand years” are the measure; and, upon his final overthrow - which will occur when the “thousand years” are ended.  The great theme of this vision is not the thousand years, but the doom of the dragon, the last of five enemies to be destroyed, and the one who empowered the other four.
2.  No such literal millennium is mentioned in any other part of the Bible.  No limited period of ten centuries of peace, with a tragic ending in universal war, can be discovered on any other page of inspired prophecy.
3.  No gap of any kind is mentioned in any other part of the Bible.  No other passages of Scripture associated with the return of Christ allow an extended period of time between the climactic event and the other events (resurrection, judgment, consignment to eternal torment, etc.) associated with His return.
4.  The “binding of Satan” has already taken place.  According the other NT Scriptures and Rev. 12, the binding of Satan was accomplished by the incarnation and the atoning work of Christ.  The final overthrow of Satan will be accomplished at the time of Christ’s triumphant return.  Christ and the apostles used even stronger words than “binding” and “imprisonment” to describe the effect upon Satan produced by Christ’s redeeming work.  Christ not only claims that He has bound Satan, “the strong man” whose “house” He has entered (Mt. 12:29); but He declares, as He stands under the shadow of the cross: “The prince of this world hath been judged” (Jn. 16:11); “Now shall the prince of this world be cast out” (Jn. 12:31) - pictured in Rev. 12:9 & 10 as happening at the time of Christ’ enthronement.  Again, “That through (Christ’s) death He might bring to naught him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Heb. 2:14)  “That He might destroy the works of the devil (1 Jn. 3:8).  In Luke 10:18 he has been seen to fall from heaven, and in Mt. 12:22-29 we see he is “bound”.
5.  A literal “1000 years” distracts from the point being made.  To regard “the 1000 years” of Rev. 20 as highly and wholly figurative is in keeping with the symbolic character of the whole book.  We are then freed from all misleading literalism and materialism.  The writer is not attempting to describe the character of a future age, but is depicting the doom of Satan.  As to the future age of glory, that is the theme of the next two chapters.  The conquest of evil and the overthrow of the dragon (ch. 20) must be complete before we can rejoice in the light of the city of God.  In chapter 20 we have depicted the crushing defeat of Satan which Christ administered at His first Advent, and that ultimate and absolute overthrow to be accomplished when Christ comes again.
6.  The reason for binding Satan is gospel proclamation.  We must see that Satan is bound in the “1000 years” in this way: That he should deceive the nations no more until the “1000 years” are over.  The gospel is being preached, the cause of Christ is being advanced, and the devil is impotent to stop the progress and development and beneficent activities of the church.  From vs. 8 we learn that Satan also is “bound” for a 1000 year period in that he cannot yet gather the nations for the final cataclysm.  Satan is not allowed to do his worst, he cannot destroy the church.  (The names “Satan” and “Devil” mean “false accuser” and “slanderer”.  See ch. 12, therefore, for meaning of his “binding”.  See Acts 14:16 for the situation before Satan’s binding at the time of the beginning of Christ’s reign, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the fast spread of the gospel to all nations (see Ps. 2:8)
7.  Being “born again” (Jn. 3:3) is to be united in Christ’s resurrection (Rom. 6:5-10).  Scripture pictures the ‘first resurrection” as the new birth of believers, following his rising from the death of sin (see Jn. 5:24; Rom. 6:4; Gal. 2:20; Col. 2:12; etc.).
8.  The “1000 year reign” is clearly in heaven and not on earth.  The reign of Christ in Rev. 20:4 matches the teaching of the reign of Christ in the rest of the New Testament as being with God the Father in heaven (1 Cor. 15:25; Eph. 4:7-13; Heb. 1:3).  In the gospel of Matthew the kingdom is referred to as being of heaven.  Leon Morris observes that the word “throne” appears in Revelation 47 times and all but three appear to be clearly in heaven (the other three, 2:13; 13:2; 16:10, all speak of the throne or seat of Satan).
9.  No second advent is even mentioned!  This reign is not related here to the second advent.  In fact, the second advent is not mentioned in the chapter at all!
10.  “1000” just means more.  One thousand is the cube of ten, the number of completeness.  It has been used over and over in Revelation to denote completeness of some sort.  Satan is “bound” for the full period of God’s perfect plan.  Satan is completely controlled.  He is locked up not as a punishment, but as a means of curtailing his activity.  In Revelation Satan is never pictured as having a free hand.
11.  John avoids allusion to the resurrection in vs. 4.  Those who reign with Christ are “souls” only - no mention of bodies.  This, therefore, is speaking of the intermediate state - the period when we are without our resurrected bodies - the period before Christ’s second advent.  The general resurrection still being looked forward to.
12.  The Greek is ambiguous in reference to time.  The “then” of verse 7 is “hotan” in the Greek meaning “whenever” - an uncertain time supporting a symbolic meaning for 1000 years.
13.  Chapter 20 does not follow chapter 20 chronologically.  Revelation 19 carried us to the end of history, to the day of final judgment.  Therefore, in accord with the scheme of Revelation, chapter 20 takes us back to the time of the ascension and the beginning of the reign of Christ.  Chapters 19 and 20 are a repeat of the scheme of chapters 11 and 12.  (See More Than Conquerors, Hendriksen, pp. 221-22 for further detail.)
14.  In the rest of the New Testament the return of Christ is always associated with the day of judgment.  It is clear in a careful reading of chapter 20 that the “thousand years” precedes the second coming of our Lord unto judgment.  (See Dan. 12:2 and Heb. 9:27)
15.  No earthly activity is associated with the reign of Christ.  There is no mention in this chapter of the Jews, rebuilding of Jerusalem, temple, ceremonial laws, earth, bodily resurrection before or after the 1000 years (no bodies seen at all!), etc., all part of the literal 1000 year millennium scheme.
16.  The Scriptural teaching regarding the intermediate state is clearly given in Rev. 20.  The living and reigning of the souls of the faithful saints is contrasted with the not living of the rest of the dead and is called the first resurrection.  This section of Revelation gives us a vivid picture of this condition of the believers after the bodily death and before the resurrection.
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